
The Fruit and Nut Cultivars Database provides an online, accessible 
version of the Register of New Fruit and Nut Cultivars gathered and 
edited by the American Pomological Society (APS) and the American 
Society for Horticultural Science (ASHS). The first list was initially 
created by two pomologists, Reid M. Brooks and H.P. Olmo, at the 
University of California, Davis, starting in 1942 and included 
information about cultivars introduced since 1920. The list, now 
published in the ASHS’s HortScience journal, is in its 51st iteration and 
includes descriptions of trees, plants, fruits, and nuts, including cultivar 
names, synonyms and trademarks, origins, pedigrees, and breeders; 
patent numbers and dates. Created in collaboration with the APS, this 
online repository stores the information from these lists, leveraging a 
database back-end to provide searching and browsing capability for all 
crops and cultivars in the fruit and nut cultivar register, which now 
includes 11,635 cultivars from 128 crops. This crop and cultivar 
information is useful to fruit and nut growers, breeders, researchers, 
germplasm curators, geneticists, intellectual property managers, 
nurseries, horticulturists, and fruit marketers. The Fruit and Nut 
Cultivars Database can be found at https://www.fruitandnutlist.org and 
is supported by funds from USDA NIFA National Research Support 
Project 10.
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About the Register

Two pomologists at the University of California, Davis, Reid M. Brooks 
and H.P. Olmo, began collecting information in 1942 for cultivars 
introduced since 1920. This was published in 1944 in the Proceedings 
of the American Society for Horticultural Science. The lists have 
appeared in HortScience since 1969. Pomologists, breeders and 
extension agents have written, gathered and edited the entries.
Three books collecting previous entries, titled Register of New Fruit 
and Nut Varieties, were published in 1952, 1972, and 1997, and are 
now out of print.
The lists have appeared biennially since 2000, and have been known 
as the Register of New Fruit and Nut Cultivars since List 43 (2006). 
David Karp and Ksenija Gasic currently edit the Register on behalf of 
the American Pomological Society and the American Society for 
Horticultural Science. The most recent article, List 51, appeared in 
2022.
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